
Reviving Artemis is a provocative, often funny, 
and moving memoir about a middle-aged 
woman’s quest to fully inhabit the northern 
forest. 

Writer Deborah Lee Luskin chronicles her transformation from an 

urbanite with aversions to untracked woods, guns, and hunting into 

a longtime Vermonter determined to “eat the landscape,” first as a 

homesteader and then as a deer hunter. She shares lively portraits 

of her mentors—a traditional Vermont woodsman and a spiritually 

grounded hunter—who taught her to navigate the untracked 

forest by following deer. Luskin challenges assumptions about 

hunters and guns, revealing their role in balancing ecosystems. This 

personal story explores stepping off life’s obvious path, embracing 

challenges outside your comfort zone, liberating yourself from 

limitations, and aging fiercely. Luskin’s journey invites readers to 

confront their place in the natural world. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Deborah Lee Luskin moved from New York City to Vermont in 1984 to write, garden, 
keep bees, and raise daughters. Luskin has been an editorial columnist, radio 
commentator, pen-for-hire, and blogger. Her first novel, Into the Wilderness, won 
the Independent Publishers Gold Medal for Regional Fiction. Luskin has also 
enjoyed a long career as an educator, teaching writing and literature-based 
humanities to gifted elementary writers, college students, new adult readers, life-
long learners, healthcare workers, and prison inmates. She holds a PhD in English 
Literature and expected to become an academic, not a deer hunter. She lives in 
Vermont with her husband, their dog, usually a cat, and a variable number of chickens. 
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