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In New York City in 1964, Joan Cavanaugh, an uncertain young
wife and mother, and Peter ‘Hutch’ Hutchinson have a brief but
passionate affair, yet during their almost 30 years of marriage,
Joan and her husband Graham successfully raise their three
daughters, Ceci, Anne, and Carolyn. When Joan dies of metastatic
breast cancer in 1989, she takes the truth of Anne’s paternity to

her grave.

In 2014 in Portland, Carolyn and Julia are next-door neighbors and the closest
of friends. During the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, Graham travels from New
York to visit his youngest daughter and her family. Julia’s parents, Hutch and
Alice, have recently relocated to Portland from the East Coast, and by the time
the carefully choreographed introduction of the women’s respective parents
takes place, Hutch has realized that the family his lover left behind is now

significant in his own daughter’s life.

What unfolds following Hutch’s discovery upends both families, threatening the

foundation of two women’s established friendship.

Revisiting a family from Dugan’s story collection, So Much a Part of You, The
House of Cavanaugh explores the flaws of even the most seemingly stable and
unblemished families, and how the ripple effects of a long-buried secret have the

power to strengthen or destroy the closest ties between family and friends.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Polly Dugan is the author of the story collection, So Much a Part of You, and
the novel, The Sweetheart Deal. Her short fiction and essays have appeared
in The Dickinson Review, Narrative, Line Zero, ModernLoss.com and
Huffpost.com. She is a contributing author to Before and After the Book
Deal: A Writer’s Guide to Finishing, Publishing, Promoting, and Surviving
Your First Book by Courtney Maum. She lives in Portland and Manzanita,
Oregon with her family.

Sibylline Press ¢ Publishing the work of brilliant women over 50 ¢ sibyllinepress.com

AN IMPRINT OF ALL THINGS BOOK, CALIFORNIA, UNITED STATES | DISTRIBUTED TO THE TRADE BY PUBLISHERS GROUP WEST

Anna Termine, Rights, Licensing & Special
Sales Director, rights@sibyllinepress.com

Vicki DeArmon, Publisher (marketing partner-
ships and events), vicki@sibyllinepress.com




