
On Little Great Island, climate change is disrupting both 
life and love... 
After offending the powerful pastor of a cult, Mari McGavin has to flee 

with her six-year-old son. With no money and no place else to go, she 

returns to the tiny Maine island where she grew up—a place she swore 

she’d never see again. There Mari runs into her lifelong friend Harry 

Richardson, one of the island’s summer residents, now back himself to 

sell his family’s summer home, Mari and Harry’s lives intertwine once 

again, setting off a chain of events as unexpected and life altering as 

the shifts in climate affecting the whole ecosystem of the island... from 

generations of fishing families to the lobsters and butterflies. 

Little Great Island illustrates in microcosm the greatest changes of our 

time and the unyielding power of love. 

“Little Great Island is an extraordinary achievement and a pure pleasure to read.”

—Ha Jin, National Book Award winner and PEN/Faulkner Award winning author of Waiting, 

War Trash, The Woman Back from Moscow

“Put Anthony Doerr’s The Shell Collector, John Banville’s The Sea, and Elizabeth Strout’s 
Olive Kitteridge into a mixer and out comes Kate Woodworth’s deeply beautiful 
Little Great Island. With stunning prose and heart-achingly empathetic characters, 
Woodworth’s story of perseverance amidst change and loss is perfect for our turbulent, 
changing times.”  —Sophie Powell, author of The Mushroom Man
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